
2024 REPORT CARD

MISSION STATEMENT
We inspire, empower, design, and build 
environments that foster play, inclusion, 

and belonging for everyone.

VISION STATEMENT
A more inclusive world.  

One playground at a time. 
Naturally.

Dear Friend of Radically Inclusive Play!

At Harper’s Playground, we are changing the way people 
see the world. This shift has a lasting impact, inspiring 
individuals to become advocates for inclusive play and 
to build meaningful relationships and commitments that 
positively influence their communities and playgrounds 
for a lifetime.

Visiting a Harper’s Playground is a transformative 
experience that changes the way people think about 
inclusion. Seeing a space where everyone can play, 
connect, and belong opens their eyes to what is possible. 
This experience often inspires a shift in perspective, 
encouraging visitors to reimagine not only how 
playgrounds should be built but also how inclusive design 
can enhance every aspect of our shared environments.

This newfound perspective becomes a catalyst for change, 
motivating individuals to advocate for more inclusive 
designs in their own communities. By sparking this shift, 
Harper’s Playground empowers people to champion 
accessibility and belonging, ensuring that the values of 

inclusion extend far beyond 
the playground and into the 
fabric of everyday life.

Together, we continue to 
inspire change, redefine what inclusion looks like, and 
build spaces where everyone experiences belonging. As 
Harper’s dad, I’m incredibly proud of the positive ripple 
she has created in this world. Thank you for supporting 
our mission to create a more inclusive world, MORE 
THAN one playground—and one community—at a time.

Sincerely, 
G Cody QJ Goldberg 
Chief Play Officer | Harper and Lennon’s Dad

 P.S. Did you know that 2025 is the 15th anniversary of the 
founding of Harper’s Playground? We can hardly believe it 
ourselves. To celebrate, we’re gearing up for twelve months 
of special opportunities and events. Keep following along 
and let’s keep the party going!

A MESSAGE FROM CHIEF PLAY OFFICER G CODY QJ GOLDBERG



In 2024, Harper’s Playground’s design principles continued to inspire and empower communities to create their own 
inclusive playgrounds. By championing inclusivity, seamless play, and natural beauty, our model has helped cities and 
organizations move beyond compliance to build truly welcoming spaces where children and families of all abilities 
can connect and thrive. This past year, we saw a growing movement of communities embracing our vision, using 
our principles to transform public play areas into places of joy and belonging. Through collaboration, education, and 
advocacy, Harper’s Playground has strengthened its impact, proving that thoughtful design can drive meaningful 
change and create more inclusive communities worldwide.

Playgrounds inspired in 2024

​​RIPPLE EFFECT

Impett Park, Cleveland, Ohio
Designed by Friends of Impett Park

Schooner Creek Discovery Park, Lincoln City, Oregon
Designed by Understory

INSPIRED

“You guys have revolutionized what a play 
space can be. It’s never going to be the same 
for me again. Play structures are so obsolete 
in my mind now. And we need all-inclusive 
play spaces everywhere in Selma, Alabama, 
not just Foot Soldiers Park. Thank you!” 
KIMBERLY SMITHERMAN; FOOT SOLDIERS PARK

INSPIRED

Pathways Park, Seattle, Washington
Designed by Site Workshop

EMPOWERED

Sanctuary Proxima, Perth Australia
Designed by Wearthy

DESIGN 

CONSULTANT

The Chelsea Anderson Memorial Play Station (CHAMPS) at Marshall Park in Vancouver, Washington, has achieved 
the Gold Accreditation Certificate from the World Disability Union (WDU) for exceptional disability access!

This Gold Accreditation reflects the park’s commitment to being a space where people of all abilities can connect, 
play, and enjoy nature without barriers. From inclusive play structures to accessible pathways and thoughtful design 
features, CHAMPS sets an inspiring example of what true inclusivity looks like.

Harper’s Playground Earns Gold Accreditation from World Disability Union

“It is in playing, and only in playing, that 
the individual child or adult is able to be 
creative and to use the whole personality, 
and it is only in being creative that the 
individual discovers the self.” 
D. W. WINNICOTT

A heartfelt thank you to WorldOregon for 
bringing their “Disability Rights – Equal Access 
for All” leaders to the park to bestow this 
incredible honor. We were humbled to welcome 
members from Algeria, Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, 
Jordan, Morocco, and United Arab Emirates.

THANK YOU



Summer(ish) Soiree

Volunteer of the Year 
Grace Demsky

Keynote Speaker 
Jo Ann Bland

$261,888 
TOTAL RAISED AT  
SUMMER(ISH) SOIREE

Thank you to each and every one of you who attended and supported this year’s 
Summer(ish) Soiree!

Thanks to your incredible generosity - with special thanks to a $50,000 matching 
grant from the W Glen Boyd Charitable Foundation, we are thrilled to announce 
that we raised $261,888 to sustain our mission to bring radically inclusive 
playgrounds around the globe!

We were deeply honored to have Ms. Jo Ann Bland, of Foot Soldiers Park, join 
us for the evening. Her presence and poignant storytelling about her experiences 
during the Civil Rights Movement added a profound layer of significance to our 
event. Ms. Bland’s courage and commitment to justice serve as a powerful 
reminder of the ongoing importance of inclusivity and equality in our communities.

We also extend a special thank you to many others who made this event possible 
including Andrew Dickson, AVENUE, Flower Catering, Kris Deelane and the Hurt, 
PHAME, DJ Easy Mix, and the incredible dedication of our Board of Directors and 
MANY volunteers.

Your support means everything and has a direct impact on 
the lives of children and families who benefit from radically 
inclusive playgrounds. We are immensely proud of what 
we’ve accomplished together.

“Play is often talked about as if it were a relief from serious learning. 
But for children, play is serious learning. Play is really the work of childhood.”

FRED ROGERS

Thank you to everyone who volunteered in 2024!

Community

The 2024 Day of Play at CHAMPS @ Marshall Park was a 
resounding success, bringing together children, families, 
and partner organizations to celebrate the power of play. 
Through joyful activities and meaningful connections, 
the event elevated awareness about the importance 
of inclusive playgrounds, ensuring that every child—
regardless of ability—can experience the freedom and 
fun of play. By fostering community engagement and 
championing diversity, Harper’s Playground continues to 
inspire a more inclusive future where everyone belongs.

Day of Play

“I am only one, but still I am one. 
I cannot do everything, but still I 
can do something; and because 
I cannot do everything, I will not 
refuse to do something I can do.”
EDWARD EVERETT HALE



The Harper’s Playground Design Workshop is the only hands-on experience of 
its kind, empowering attendees to create a playground that is truly inclusive, 
inviting, and natural. We provide unique insights and proven strategies to inspire 
designed play spaces that foster community connection. We’re proud to be the 
only organization offering this transformative approach to creating spaces where 
everyone can belong.

Design Workshop
2024 Design  
Workshop Series:

Attendees
25

Days
2

Classroom 
Hours

8

Playground 
Tours

6

Networking
Lunches

2

Happy Hour
(multiple
hours!)

2

Connections,  
insights, and 
behind-the-
scenes tips!

“As part of our design workshop, we toured a number 
of parks with beautifully designed accessible structures 
and play elements. Over the course of my 20-year career 
in parks planning in the PNW - I have seen many parks 
but Marshall Park in Vancouver, Washington rises to the 
top of not only how an exceptional park design looks on 
paper but how the park feels to the user and the quality 
experience it delivers to park patrons of all abilities. It 
serves as a spectacular example of inclusive design that 
is inviting on so many levels!”

TINA NÚÑEZ-OSTERINK (SHE/HER)
NATURAL RESOURCES AND PARKS PLANNER |  
CITY OF GRESHAM PARKS & RECREATION

John R. Lewis Memorial Playground, Selma, Alabama / PARTNER: FOOT SOLDIERS PARK

Harper’s Playground received preliminary approval from the City of Bothell on our proposed concept plan 
for a replacement playground at Cedar Grove Park. We are thrilled to be moving forward on the project 
offering full design services through construction.

Cedar Grove Park, Bothell, Washington / PARTNER: CITY OF BOTHELL, WASHINGTON

Architectural and urban design firm First Forty Feet, hired Harper’s 
Playground to provide consulting services on their design for a linear park 
within the Heights District development in Vancouver, WA. The linear park 
will include integral play features within the public right of way, bringing 
play out of the playground and into everyday pedestrian life.

The Heights Grand Loop, Vancouver, Washington / PARTNER: FIRST FORTY FEET

With National Wildlife Federation’s ECHO, DePave, Elbow Room, and Eco School Network, Harper’s 
Playground was hired to provide consulting services on the design of a schoolyard replacement project 
less than a mile from our first playground at Arbor Lodge Park in North Portland.

Peninsula Elementary School, Portland, Oregon / PARTNER: PORTLAND PUBLIC SCHOOLS

COMING SOON
EXPANDING HARPER’S PLAYGROUND CONSULTING PROGRAM

Harper’s Playground worked in close collaboration with a large team of consultants to complete the Vision 
Plan for Foot Soldiers Park in August of 2024. This team hails from all over the country and includes a 
community engagement consultant, architects, landscape architects and memorial designers. We are honored 
to be the designers of the John R. Lewis Memorial Playground, which will be an integral part of the site 
development that will also include a memorial dedicated to the lives and stories of the Foot Soldiers, as well 
as a community and visitors center. Completion of the Vision Plan is a critical milestone necessary to gain 
public interest and broaden project fundraising. 

*Scan this QR 
Code to see the 
Foot Soldiers Park 
Vision Plan!



Thank You!

2024 Board 
of Directors

Tom Griffin-Valade 
Chair

Katelyn Fisher 
Secretary

Max Elfvin 
Treasurer

Emily Campbell

Miles Ellenby

Alan Hwang

Margaret Maes

Jess Monsey

Carrie Roso

Kelly Saito

Jesse Winterowd

Harper’s Playground 
PO Box 2335 
Portland, OR 97208

hello@harpersplayground.org

503-730-5445

www.harpersplayground.org

Tag! You’re It.

@harpersplayground

@harpersplayground

@harpersplayground

We extend a special 
thank you to our 
incredible staff, 
Advisory Council, 
Associate Board, 
amazing volunteers, 
community partners, 
& generous donors!

Thank You

http://www.harpersplayground.org
https://www.facebook.com/harpersplayground/
https://www.instagram.com/harpersplayground/?hl=en
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