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G Cody QJ Goldberg is a dreamer and a doer. He is
the child of bona fide San Francisco hippies and
was once babysat by Janis Joplin. He received a
BFA in Film/Television studies from New York
University's Tisch School of The Arts. At 30, he
"dropped out" to play percussion in a wandering
tribal band of gypsies called "La Tribu Cosmica."
During that magical year in Mexico, he filmed a
documentary about the group and its experiences.

  
Upon his return, he fell into a successful 14-year
career in brand marketing for adidas and Red Bull
Energy Drink before making the courageous leap to
pursue his life's true purpose. Cody speaks of his
jump from a corporate career to running the non-
profit Harper's Playground, which he and his wife,
April, spearheaded and launched In 2010.
Together, they led a groundbreaking movement
that resulted in the design, funding, and
construction of the first totally inclusive playground
in Portland, Oregon - a testament to their
unwavering dedication to building a more inclusive
world, one playground at a time. Naturally.

Their passion project, Harper’s Playground, was
featured on NBC’s TODAY Show, and their family
had a day named for them by the mayor of Portland
for their efforts.

Goldberg's journey of raising $1.2 million in just
over two years without fundraising experience is a
testament to his resilience and the power of
collaboration, design, and politics. He intertwines
lessons from his childhood with dreams of creating
a better life for his children and often explains the
GQ & J in his name. 

In 2024, Cody published his first book, A Kids Book
About Play. The book showcases why lifelong play
is good for the soul, how play allows us to explore
our interests, and teaches us the importance of
collaboration and inclusion. 

Cody, April, daughters Harper and Lennon, and
their dog, Millie, make their home in the beautiful
Pacific Northwest, where their dream of inclusivity
is a reality.

about cody



“It was a distinct pleasure working with Cody. He defined
poise, preparation and professionalism when he took the
stage. His personal stories coupled with his passion to
leave this world a better place blend perfectly together.”
David Rae, TEDxPortland

“Cody’s indefatigable passion for inclusion and positive
change translates exactly as you’d imagine on stage. 
From obscure film and design references to 
personal stories, he wins over the audience 
with his humor, ingenuity, and humanity. 
His commitment to the good fight makes 
for an immensely inspiring talk.” 
Tsilli Pines, Creative Mornings

testimonials

Cody knows how to connect with an audience; he’s engaging
and entertaining without losing sight of the message.” 
Rob Jordan, Idealist Consulting 

Cody’s closing keynote address inspired and resonated 
with our entire audience. His visionary message about 
‘dreaming big, and believing in community’, brought a 
standing ovation.” 
Tara Asai, Association of People Seeking Employment First



EVENT TYPES

CONTACT

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS

• Keynote Speaker
• Commencements
• Conferences/Seminars 
• Workshops
• Business Lunches
• Trainings/Classes
• Panels
• Book Readings

• Play
• Inclusion
• Community
• Team Building
• Marketing/Brand Building 
• Fundraising
• Design

hello@harpersplayground.org
503.730.5445

• TEDxPortland
• Creative Mornings
• Facebook HQ
• Rotary of Portland
• Oregon Recreation & Parks Association
• Idealist Consulting / Dreamforce After Party
• San Francisco Parks Alliance
• International Interior Design Association
• Junior League of Portland
• OMSI / Oregon Museum of Science & Industry 
• Design Museum
• Oregon Department of Education
• Columbia Sportswear

experience
SPECIALITY TOPICS


