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A message from Executive Director G Cody QJ Goldberg:

2021 was a record-breaking period in fundraising for Harper’s Playground. 
In a single year, we raised more for inclusive playgrounds than ever before 
thanks to enthusiastic support for the Marshall Park project in Vancouver, 
Washington, and our much celebrated return to an in-person Summer(ish) 
Soiree.

We also gained major insight on the impact of our programming through a 
seven-month research partnership with Project Impact. By adding 
qualitative and quantitative evidence to our historic qualitative data, we 
reinforced that Harper’s Playground projects transform the physical and 
social landscape of their communities.

Thanks to your support, we continue to expand our vision to redesign all 
playgrounds to provide outdoor play opportunities that are inclusive of ALL 
children and encourage important social interactions among peers. The 
continued unnavigable use of wood chips, separate pathways/ramps, and 
inaccessible equipment segregates and denies kids experiencing disabilities 
access to the many benefits of play and relationships with their peers. The 
outcomes of more inclusive playgrounds include children who feel calmer 
and stronger in their bodies, more connected to nature, and socially 
included after their visit.

Harper’s Playground also continues to create thriving community gathering 
spaces that foster diverse connections. By designing areas where people of 
all abilities play together, we encourage them to see similarities and also 
value differences in their peers—helping to cultivate lifetime values of equity 
and a worldview centered on inclusion.

Harper’s Playground creates playscapes that invite and welcome ALL to 
participate in and benefit from the full power of vibrant, natural, outdoor 
play. Thank you for supporting our mission!

2021 REPORT CARD

Raised for 
Marshall Park

$884,302

Raised at 
Summer(ish) Soiree

$358,698
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MARSHALL PARK

“Harper’s Playground at Marshall 
Community Park will be an 
exceptional asset to our citizens.  
We hope it will inspire a new 
standard for playground designs 
going forward to many locations 
throughout the city.”

– Julie Hannon, Director, City of 
Vancouver Parks and Recreation

Our unique 
model and 

value…
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With your help, Harper’s Playground is 
much closer to bringing our largest 
inclusive playground to date to Marshall 
Park. Thanks to generous donors like you, 
we raised $884,302 in 2021!

In partnership with the City of Vancouver 
and Project Play, we finalized designs for 
Marshall Park and Esther Short 
Playgrounds, supporting SW Washington’s 
transformation into a community leader for 
inclusive design. 

This project directly advances our mission 
to create a more inclusive world, one 
playground at a time, where people of all 
abilities can play together and thrive.

In 2021, HP participated in a research cohort called Project Impact to further 
prove the effectiveness of our uniquely designed playground model. 

Through interviews and surveys with nearly 100 visitors at our flagship Arbor 
Lodge Park playground, we gathered additional evidence in support of of these 
key findings: Harper’s Playground instills confidence, fosters empathy, 
encourages problem-solving and social-emotional development, offers an 
adaptive user experience through open-ended play...and much more! The results, 
entitled Project Impact 2021 by Dialogues in Action, are available via Amazon. 

• 84% of Project Impact survey participants felt more strongly connected to 
their community through playing at a Harper's Playground. 

• 75% reported that their child can take on more challenges while playing there.

PROJECT IMPACT

Harper’s Playground 
inspires vital communities 

by creating inviting 
playgrounds for people of 

all abilities.


